wood frog

Rana sylvatica

Kingdom: Animalia
Division/Phylum: Chordata
Class: Amphibia
Order: Anura
Family: Ranidae
FEATURES

The wood frog averages about one and one-fourth to two
and three-fourths inches in length. The tympanum (ear-
drum) is smaller than the eye. The body color is tan or red-
brown while the belly is light. A dark mask is present on

each side of the head.

BEHAVIORS

The wood frog is found in these sections of lllinois: extreme
northwestern, extreme northeastern, east central border,
southeastern border, southern, southwestern border. It lives
in moist woodlands with permanent or semipermanent
pools. This frog tends to be aquatic in spring and fall, but
during the summer it spends most of its time away from
water. It is difficult to find after the breeding season. It
breeds in February and March. The male’s call is somewhat
like the clucking of a duck. The female deposits 500 to
3,000 eggs in a globular mass in water. Eggs hatch within
two weeks. Transformation to the land form occurs in May
and June. The wood frog eats arthropods (spiders, insects,
mites and others) and mollusks (snails, slugs and others).

HABITATS

. bottomland forests
D coniferous forest

. southern lllinois lowlands
D upland deciduous forest

ILLINOIS STATUS
. common D endangered

. native D exotic

ILLINOIS RANGE

Permanent resident: northwest 1/4 + northeast 1/4 + lower
Mississippi River border counties + east central + southeast
1/4

Summer resident:

Migrant:

Winter resident:

D threatened
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